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NEWS FROM CATHY SLOAN

The Visitors

It is hard to believe that we are well into
2007 after so many years of planning.
Indications are that we are going to have a

very busy year here at Broadheath, and we touring exhibitions.

look forward to building upon the successes of
last year.

In 2006 we welcomed just under 10,000
visitors to the Museum. Although this is a
slight fall in numbers on the previous year, the
tourism sector has been less buoyant recently
and attractions, such as us, have had to work
harder to keep visitor numbers at acceptable

levels. One way we have been working harder

is through investment in the group visitor
market. In previous reports | have mentioned
this drive to attract parties and last year we
began to see the result of our efforts. There
was an increase of 25% in group bookings on
the previous year, with a healthy number of
bookings already in place for 2007.

Visitor Group Arriving at the Museum

: The Collection

For the second year running we were
approached by the Imperial War Museum for a
loan to one of their major exhibitions.

It is always an honour for us to loan our
material to other established institutions and
know that we are offering the public a chance
to learn about Elgar in other ways. This time
the Imperial War Museum were interested in a
letter from Elgar to Frank Schuster dated 1914
referring to the use of horses in war. Later this
year the exhibition will be moving to the
Imperial War Museum North and we have
agreed to extend our loan until January 2008.

MUSEUM DIRECTOR
The Project
2007 is providing us with another§

opportunity to reach beyond Lower Broadheath
and this is through the creation of a set of
Funds have been
generated from a variety of sources in order to:
make these exhibitions possible, including a:
very generous donation from the Elgar Society.

Touring Exhibition at Symphony Hall, Birmingham :

Five exhibitions, each containing 8 themed
panels, have been pro
family life, musical development, composition,
recording and travels. These exhibitions have
been designed to be flexible in terms of the!
space required to erect them and therefore:
they will be able to tour to a variety of venues:
ranging from schools, to community halls or:
other museums. Distribution of the exhibitions:
will be carried out by 2 ceprdinators from the
Elgar Society, a contact in North America
Symphony Hall in Birmingham, and by staff at
the Museum.

The Events

A considerable amount of resources arei
invested each year in our events programme:
and although it does attract many people to:
Broadheath, there is always room for
improvement. Towards this end, for 2007, the
Museum is delighted to be working in:
partnership with the Elgar Society West
Midlands Branch and the Elgar in Hereford:
Group to produce a joint programme of events:
The result is a comprehensive list of eventsi
which offers something for everyone, and whiché
will receive greater distribution as the three:
organisations work together. These events are
detailed on page 2. H

Huce



